
on the senseless crime, but  

no arrests have been made.  In 
addition to releasing animals 
that were in the adoption pro-
gram, the intruders stole medi-
cations. 

Increasing security measures 
will be a costly process.  New 
deadbolts are being installed 
throughout the facility, as well 
as metal grates on all windows.  
We are also adding a security 
system to immediately alert the 
police to potential problems.  
Board Vice-President, Lana 
Starnes, has done extensive re-
search on putting together  the 
best system we can. 

Four wonderful dogs from our 
adoption program remain miss-
ing and are pictured below.  If 
you see any of them, please 
alert the HSSI immediately. 

Sunday morning, November 
10th, staff  arrived to dis-
cover a broken front window 
and the doors to the shelter 
wide open.  To their horror—
nearly all of the animals, in-
cluding dogs, cats, and rab-
bits, had been released from 
their cages & kennels. 

The cats were rounded up 
fairly quickly, most having 
stayed close to the shelter 
outside or hidden inside the 
shelter.  Four dogs were still 
on the premises but none of 
the others were anywhere to 
be found.  Two of the three 
rabbits on site were recov-
ered.  But tragically, our shel-
ter mascot, Sugar, was found 
dead.   

Sugar (pictured center), a be-
loved White New Zealand 
rabbit, had been with us for 
around 2 years and was going 
to go home soon with a staff 
member who had become 

very fond of her.   

Sugar had her own special 
area at the shelter and was 

declared our shelter mascot 
after a failed adoption. 

Sadly, Sugar will never get 
the loving home that 
awaited her—a fate shared 
by the four dogs still miss-
ing to this day. 
 

The Jackson County Sher-
iff’s Dept. has been working 
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             Vladimir, 45-lb   Cole, 70-lb   

Gatsby, 50-lb male       Chloe, 10-lb female        neutered male     male w/collar & tag 

STILL MISSING……. 



     This December marks 
the year anniversary of our 
Life Savers transport pro-
gram.  Life Savers has en-
abled us to save hundreds of 
adoptable animals—dogs, 
cats and bunnies—by send-
ing them to rescue when we 
do not have space for them 
at the shelter.   

     Unfortunately, the Life 
Savers Program has suffered set-backs 
in the past several months.  We lacked 
volunteer drivers for awhile.  Then when 
we found drivers, our truck had both al-
ternator and transmission problems that 
kept it off the road!  Now that we have 
both ready to go, we have to watch out 
for Winter weather up north. 

     The Life Savers transport program 
also placed greater infection control bur-
dens on the shelter facility.  Having 
more animals around for longer periods, 

awaiting transport, increased the 
germs circulating throughout the 
shelter despite all the daily clean-
ing.  In fact, the shelter spends 
approximately $1,000 a month 
just on cleaning supplies!  Both 
cat and dog adoption programs 
were closed down for periods due 
to respiratory infection. 

     Our primary limitation in 
terms of infection control has 
been our facility, which does not 
have enough space to keep the 
different types of animals sepa-
rated enough—adoptables, strays, 
those pending transport, and those 
in quarantine.      

We continue to strive to find ways 
to save adoptable animals, includ-
ing by sending them to rescue 
when possible—while also keep-
ing the shelter as clean and infec-
tion-free as possible. 

Pets.  The Christmas fund-
raiser is currently underway.  
Thanks to Petco, and thanks to 
the Petco customers who have 
supported HSSI with their  
generous donations! 

Since the Petco store in Carbon-
dale opened, HSSI has been their 
adoption partner.   

You can find adoptable cats  from 
HSSI in the adoption area just in-
side the Petco store door every day 
of the week.   

Many weekend afternoons at Petco 
also find volunteers with dogs for 
adoption. 

The exposure adoptable animals 
have received at the Carbondale 
Petco store has significantly in-
creased adoptions.   

As an active adoption partner, 
HSSI is the happy recipient of 
the excellent fundraising initia-
tive of the store employees.  
Our Petco has already raised 
$1,000 for our low cost spay/
neuter program, Pennies for 

THANKS  TO ALL OUR VOLUN-

TEERS THAT MAKE OUR PETCO  

PARTICIPATION POSSIBLE!  

CAN YOU HELP? 

Volunteer, Bryan  

Darger, helps out with 

transport & Petco! 

HSSI Becomes Petco’s Adoption Partner! 

Life Savers Hits Bump in the Road 



Don’t Support Puppy Mills or Backyard Breeders! 
Puppy mills and backyard 
breeders are making big 
contributions—to the se-
vere pet overpopulation 
problem in Southern Illi-
nois and to the pain and 
suffering of innocent little 
animals.  They increase 
the number of animals in 
shelters and taking away 
from adoptions.  They 
charge big prices for often 
unhealthy, poorly bred 
animals that are kept in 
deplorable conditions with 
no care— to maximize 

their profits.  They cost us 
all money by having to 
fund with our tax dollars 
the care of the animals 
they produce that end up 
in shelters.  Please en-
courage everyone you 
know to adopt from shel-
ters or reputable rescue 
groups.  Look to 
Petfinder.com, 
Pets911.com and 1-800-
Save-A-Pet.com for any 
kind of adorable pet your 

heart could ever want! 

HSSI spends approximately $1,000 each 

month on cleaning supplies!  Please 

consider donating these regularly.  We 

always need lots of bleach, paper tow-

els, and Lysol All-Purpose Cleaner.  

RascalRascalRascalRascal 

HSSI volunteer, Ashley Parker, protested 
along side little 9 y.o. blind “Sparky,” 
who was dumped at HSSI by a Carbon-
dale puppy mill when they no longer had 
any use for him—a typical practice. 

Letter to Santa... 

HSSI 
joined  
with Com-
panion Pet 
Rescue to 
protest a 
local puppy 
mill con-
vention in 
Marion. 

Rascal was adopted from 

HSSI in January, 2001. 

Special thanks to Gabriele 

Hoffman & Maryann Luongo 

for their generous donations to 
help with the expense of in-
creasing shelter security. 

 
 
  

 

Thank You to Boy Scout 

Troop 66 for 132 hours of 
work repairing dog runs, 

landscaping the front en-

trance and building a great 

box for donated cans!!! 

 

 

Big Thanks to Don 
Christian for his sup-
port of HSSI & help 
with Life Savers! 

 

THANK YOU Gary  
Martin of Martin Electric for donating much needed electrical services! 



Are You a Member of the Humane Society of Southern Illinois? 

If you are already a member, please renew now.  If not yet a member, please join. 

As a private, not-for-profit organization, we depend heavily on your contributions. 

New member?  Yes___  No___        Pennies for Pets donation amount:$__________ 

Membership category:  ___$100   ____$50   ___$25   ___$15   ___$10   ___$5 

______$  General Donation (includes Shelter Security & Life Savers Program) 

______$  Sponsorship   ___cat playtime $10   ___dog playtime $15   ___microchip $25 

________________    ___spay/neuter $70   ____shelter health $100  ___wellness $200 
sponsored animal's name 

Your Name:  __________________________________   
Address: _____________________________________             ____Please send receipt  
email: ___________________________   

(to keep you most up-to-date on HSSI events and needs, including Life Savers Program) 

Call the shelter for more information on any of the programs above!  618-457-2362 

Mailing address:  HSSI, Inc.  P.O. Box 291, Carbondale, IL 62903 
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Remember: No Reputable Breeder Sells Animals Through a Pet Store.  

ADOPT!  


