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HSSI Member and Life Saver Don 

Christian & his buddy did the driving.   

It takes a lot of animal lovers to 

get a transport on the road! 

Dogs from all over the region get-

ting ready for their big trip north. 

     Despite some set-backs, the 
Life Savers program was back 
on the road in February!  Long-
time HSSI member & volun-
teer, Jolene Boehler, stepped 
up to the plate to undertake the 
enormous amount of work that 
goes into organizing a transport. 
     As a result, 42 animals from 
our region were transported to 
rescues in the Chicago area.  

Three dogs from HSSI’s 

adoption program (Linus, 

Kennedy, & Tinsel) that had 
not had any success with adop-
tion here were transported to 
Animal House Shelter.  This  
enabled us to add three new 
dogs to our adoption program 
that otherwise would have had 
to be euthanized for lack of 
space in our adoption program. 
     We were able to help local 
rescuers get 21 dogs to rescue 

up north, including two litters of 
puppies, in additional to 2 dogs all 
the way from Kentucky!  With still 
more room available on the truck, 
we were also able to help Franklin 
Co. Animal Control send 9 dogs 
and 7 cats to rescue rather than hav-
ing to euthanize them.   
     We’ve been taking the Life  

Savers program one day and one  

transport at a time.  Space limitations 
and infection control challenges at 
our shelter make sending animals to 
rescue a complicated endeavor.  But 
caring individuals like those pictured 
on the bottom left are working to 
make it possible.   
 
Special Thanks to Kampers Supply 

for fixing our truck at a discount! 

Linus 

      Kennedy      &        Tinsel 



Another Break-In Attempt at HSSI Shelter! 
Thanks to donations to install a security system that alerts the police immediately, another break in at the HSSI 
shelter was thwarted!  The system had been in place just one week when intruders set off the alarm and were 
scared away.  Without the support of people like Gabriele Hoffman and Maryann Luongo, we could have  
experienced another tragic break-in and had all our animals turned loose outside again.  We still have four 
dogs missing from the break-in on November 5, 2006.  These dogs were all from our adoption program.  
Please alert the shelter at 457-2362 or at hssi@pngusa.net if you have any information leading to the recovery 
of our dogs.  A reward is available for information leading to the return of any or all.   

   Gatsby, 50-lb male             Chloe, 10-lb female               Vladimir, 45-lb       Cole, 70-lb male 

                                neutered male 

Reward for info. leading to return of missing dogs! 

     According to the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), Amazon.com is selling materials that 
promote cockfighting and dog fighting.  The HSUS has been pressuring the company to remove these mate-
rials for many months. The online retail giant told HSUS that two dog fighting DVDs would be pulled from 
the site, a win for the dogs abused and killed in dogfights, but in the past Amazon.com has reportedly re-
moved similar videos only to offer them for sale again later.   
     The HSUS has now targeted Amazon.com sales of The Gamecock and The Feathered Warrior, maga-
zines that sell illegal animal-fighting paraphernalia and call attention to cockfighting venues.  These maga-
zines are considered the glue that holds together the criminal cockfighting industry in this country.   
Amazon.com is reportedly their main internet subscription tool. 
       Though Amazon.com’s customer service reps have told some HSSI members that what they are doing 
is not illegal, the HSUS has filed suit against Amazon.com for violating the federal law against interstate 
distribution of materials that promote animal fighting.  The provision Amazon.com is violating was made a 
felony crime when President Bush signed into law the Federal Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement 
Act of 2007.  To read more about the lawsuit and Amazon.com’s role in promoting animal abuse, go to 
http://www.hsus.org and search “Amazon.com.”   
        In a related story, NFL quarterback Michael Vick  appeared in court and pled not guilty to dogfighting-
related charges.  Dogfighting is a surging underground enterprise involving an estimated 250,000 dogs. The 
ASPCA is apparently assisting in the investigation of Michael Vick and others. 
 

animal cruelty as entertainment & sport? 

For more information on animal fighting and what can be done to help stop it, visit:   

http://www.hsus.org/hsus_field/animal_fighting_the_final_round          

http://www.aspca.org.   



 Southern Illinois Feline Fanciers Annual Cat Show  

The Southern Illinois Feline Fanciers 
(SIFF) believes that all cats deserve a home in 
which they are a beloved member of the family.  
SIFF produces an annual cat show and donates 
the proceeds to the Humane Society of Southern 
Illinois.  As for the past several years, the HSSI 
had an informational table at the show this year 
and entered cats that are up for adoption in the 
household pets category.   Gorgeous tabby 
“Leonardo” (pictured left) won “Best Cat” in 

one of the household pet category show rings!        

Unfortunately, he did not win the biggest prize of all, 
a loving new home, so Leonardo is still available for 
adoption.  He is neutered and up-to-date on his vac-
cinations.  Leonardo was brought to our shelter on 
5-26-07 as a stray because he was found in a 
crawlspace. He is a sweet cat that loves to give 
hugs, loves to be petted, and loves to purr.  
He is a male domestic short hair with black tabby 
markings.  

Thanks very much to SIFF and our volunteers who made it possible for us to participate.  Please 
mark your calendar for the 2008 cat show, which will be the second weekend in July.  Plan to at-
tend or even better, volunteer so that HSSI can continue to be a presence!  It is always hard to 

find volunteers to help out with the HSSI cats and table though it is a lot of fun for cat lovers!  For 
more information on SIFF, contact Joy Schultz at mymaineman@mychoice.net or go to 
www.southernillinoisfelinefanciers.org.  The SIFF club meetings are held at 5:30 p.m. on the 
3rd Tuesday of every month at Ryan's in Marion, IL. 

The show is our best opportunity all 
year to promote the HSSI cat adoption 
program and spread the word about 
the need for good homes for homeless 
cats, as well as the desperate need to 
spay and neuter pet cats.  It’s also a 
great opportunity to find loving homes 
for the cats we put in the show.  This 
year, beautiful Sushi (pictured above). 

was the big winner—she was adopted! 

Morris needs a home!  
Morris is neutered, front-
declawed, and up-to-date 
on all vaccinations. He 
was brought to our shelter 
on 3-4-07 by his person 
because they could no 
longer afford to take care 
of him. He is a very 
friendly kitty that loves to 
talk, loves to be petted, 
and gets along with other 
cats. Morris is a striking 2 
1/2 year old domestic 
short  hair with orange  tabby and white markings.  

Plan to volunteer 
next year! 



Over 4,000 Spays & Neuters Performed! 
Pennies for Pets  is our low-cost spay neuter voucher program that assists people in getting their pets 

fixed for only $35.  The low cost vouchers are sold the 1st of every month to those waiting in line until we 
run out, usually at 30 vouchers.  Individuals pay $35 cash for the voucher, which they present at a partici-
pating veterinarian, who then mails the voucher to HSSI to receive a total of $70 back from HSSI for the 
procedure.  Therefore, Pennies for Pets matches the $35 paid by the participant, and participating vets per-
form the surgery for only $70.  WE ARE ALWAYS DESPERATELY IN NEED OF MORE FUND-

ING FOR THIS VITALLY IMPORTANT PROGRAM.  Funding comes from only a few grant sources 
and donations, by individuals and organizations like Southern Illinois Feline Fanciers.  Since its founding 
in 1997 by board member Edna Fredman, Pennies for Pets has helped over 4,000 pets in Southern Illinois 
get spayed/neutered at a cost to Pennies for Pets of $144,585 and the total paid to veterinarians $289,170.  
100% of your donations to the Pennies for Pets program goes to fund spay/neuter vouchers.   
See below for how your money has been spent over the years.  Please consider funding one or more low 

cost vouchers each month to help keep this program going and increase the number of animals that will 
be spayed/neutered in Southern Illinois.  We cannot adopt our way out of our pet overpopulation prob-

lem.  There simply are not enough homes for all of the animals that are produced in Southern Illi-

nois—not even by transporting up north where they have their own animals that need homes.  The answer 
to our pet overpopulation problem is prevention with SPAY/NEUTER!    

Year   Number of Spays/Neuters  Payments to Veterinarians 

1997   178      $ 12,460 
1998   659      $ 46,130 
1999   312      $ 21,840 
2000   378      $ 26,460 
2001   491      $ 34,370 

1/1/02—3/31/02 107      $  7,490 
4/1/02—3/31/03 414      $ 28,980 
4/1/03—3/31/04 476      $ 33,320 
4/1/04—3/31/05 376      $ 26,320 
4/1/05—3/31/06 385      $ 26,950 
4/1/06—3/31/07 355      $ 24,850 
TOTAL   4,131      $289,170 

How serious is pet overpopulation in Southern Illinois? 
For the fiscal year April 1, 2006—March 31, 2007, the Humane Society of Southern Illinois took in 

3,996 animals, 98 more than the year before.  288 were adopted into new homes, which was 41 more 
than the year before.  104 were transported to rescue.  HSSI takes in animals ranging from pets to wild-
life.  240 pets, mostly dogs, were returned to their owners who came to the shelter to claim them.  6 wild 
animals were released back to the wild.  74 animals were dead on arrival or died, including wildlife and 
sick animals.  4 have still not been recovered from a break-in by intruders who turned all the adoption 
program animals loose.  1,152 dogs and 1,941 cats were euthanized.  It is simply not possible to find 
homes for over 3,000 dogs and cats a year—and those are only the animals from our facility.  Franklin-
Williamson Co. Animal Control takes in and euthanizes a comparable number of animals.  Several local  
no-kill groups rescue hundreds of animals a year but must turn most away.  Spay-neuter is the answer! 



Lions and Tigers and Bears? 
In addition to the cats and dogs HSSI takes 
in, take a look at who else came through 
the doors  April 2006—March 2007. 
 
Animal Type         Number 

Rabbit (domestic & wild) 45 
Raccoon   42 
Opossum   15 
Bat    10 
Ferret     4 
Squirrel    3 
Guinea Pig    3 
Geese     2 
Hamster    2 
Pigeon     2 
Ground Hog    2 
Owl     1 
Deer     1 
Turtle     1 
Skunk     1 
Wild Birds    1 
Coyote     1 

Laverne and Shirley arrived at our shel-
ter on May 21, 2006. They are available 
for adoption to a qualified, loving home. 
Since this pair of New Zealands are 
bonded, they have to be adopted together. 
Our Adoption Fees for rabbits are $35 
each. This fee includes their spay. Laverne 
and Shirley are friendly rabbits that enjoy 
being petted. They love to play with toys, 
and are especially fond of phone books 
and rope toys. They are both litter box 
trained!  If you are interested in adopting 

this pair of rabbits, stop by the shelter. 

Bunny Facts from the House Rabbit Society (www.rabbit.org) 
• Spayed or neutered house rabbits generally live 8 to 12 years. 

• According to the Guiness Book of World Records, the oldest rabbit in the world lived to the age of 18. 

• Larger rabbits generally have shorter lifespans than dwarf rabbits. 

• Purebred rabbits generally have shorter lifespans than mixed breeds. 

• An unspayed female rabbit is at very high risk for cancer beginning at age 2. 

• Outdoor rabbits have (on average) a much shorter lifespan because of the many risks and hazards associ-
ated with living outdoors.   

• Rabbits need to see a veterinarian just like other pets –but make sure the vet is experienced with rabbits. 

We began looking for 2nd dog because my family dog, a black 
lab, Jake, passed away.  I wanted to turn a sad event into 
something positive.  Now that the elderly Jake was gone, we 
could provide a home for a dog in need.  So we searched the 
Southern IL Humane Society online and spotted Sam.  As a  

                                       longtime member of HSSI, I knew  

                                       that black dogs often have a hard  

                                       time being adopted.  We wanted  
                                       to provide a home to a dog that  
                                       might not be other peoples' first  
                                       choice.  When we met Sam, he simply 
                                       seemed so glad to see us.  We brought 
                                       our little beagle rescue Jessie in to  
                                       meet him. Though a little uncertain at  
                                       first, she took to him.  As she is  
                                       cautious around other dogs, we knew  
                                       this was a good sign.  Then we  
                                       learned that he had been dropped  
                                       off to the HSSI by animal control 6  
                                       months earlier, on my husband & my 
                                       wedding day!! or close to it at least,  
                                       that was good enough for us! So we  
                                       knew it was fate that Sam become  

   part of our family.    
                      By Michelle Furlow  Sam, Jessie & Michelle at Giant City. 

Second Chance for Sam 



Kind and wonderful Meghan 

O'Leary of Murphysboro, IL 
loves animals!  She came up 
with the idea of putting a dona-
tion can in her classroom to 
raise money for the animals at 
HSSI.  Meghan is going to be 
in the 6th grade this year.  She 
raised $46.61!  Thanks to 

Meghan and her classmates!   

Special Thanks to the Veterinarians who donated free spay/neuters  
to HSSI Animals in honor of Spay Day USA this year!           

Quality Care Animal Hospital, Pet Wellness Center, Kitty Klinic,  

Chester Animal Hospital, T.O. Miller Veterinary Clinic, DuQuoin  

Veterinary Clinic, Little Egypt Mobile Veterinary Clinic, Franklin 

County Animal Hospital, Spears Animal Hospital, Lakeside Animal  

Hospital, Marion Animal Hospital 

Summer time is here and our shelter is seeing a 
huge influx of animals. We are in DESPERATE 
need of dog, puppy, cat, and kitten food. Please 
help us by donating food to our shelter. You can 
bring any donations to our facility during the 
hours we are open. 

   Have a dog house you can no longer use?  

    Donate it to our "Homes for Hounds" program!  Homes for Hounds   

     places doghouses with needy families so no dog is left without shelter.  

    Contact the following if you are interested in donating and  need the  
     house picked up:  

                  Jackson County Animal (618) 687-7235 

                  Carbondale Animal Control (618) 457-3200 ext 424  

                  Murphysboro Animal Control (618) 684-3121 

Food Needed! 

Happy Ending for Ella! 

Ella adopted her family on April 
23, 2007. She instantly fell in love 
with her new mom, dad, and two 
kids.  In fact she cried a little when 
they had to leave, but was thrilled the 
next day when mom came to pick 
her up. Once Ella got to her castle, 
she was greeted by her family and 
neighbors who were thrilled to meet 
her.  She owns a large back yard and 
has two other puppies in the 
neighborhood to play with. She 
walks her in the neighborhood morn-
ing and night. She also gets a walk 
by her sitter...when she is not I 
doggy day care.  She is a healthy and  
curious 6 month old.  By Anjie 

        Emanuel 

Home Needed! 

Huxley 



Shelter Cats Need Cages 
for when They are Sick 

It is a very unfortunate reality of animal shel-
ter life that upper respiratory infections 
sometimes plague shelter cats.  At the HSSI 
shelter, this is complicated by not having 
space to adequately quarantine sick cats.  An-
other major factor is that we are open intake 

and turn no one away, including sick cats 
that then come into our shelter.  We may  

receive hundreds of cats in a single month. 

Some shelters euthanize any cat that shows 
any signs of respiratory infection.  However, 
we do not euthanize cats from our adoption 
program.  Instead, our staff separates them 

and medicates them until they are better.  
Thanks to a kind anonymous donor, we were 
able to purchase special equipment to treat 
cats and small dogs with respiratory infec-
tions.  Thanks to estate donations, the board 
was able to approve a new HVAC system 
that vastly improves ventilation, but the res-
piratory problems persist.   
     The picture to the left is the sad state of 
affairs with regard to how sick cats are quar-
antined, in plastic carriers.  This is because 
we do not have cages for quarantine.  

Please consider a donation to help us buy 
cages that will allow our adoption program 
cats more room, allowing us to utilize the 
current adoption cat cages for quarantined 
cats.  This will help improve the quality of 
life for cats at the shelter—both sick and 
well. 

It’s hard to get well when confined to a plastic 
carrier, but there are no cages for sick, quaran-
tined cats.   

Pictured below are some options for new adop-

tion room cat cages that would give our cats up 

for adoption more room.  This would allow us to 
utilize our stainless steel cages in the adoption 
room now for quarantine instead of using plastic 
carriers.  Sick cats would have more space and 

the cages would be much better for infection 
control. 



Are You a Member of the Humane Society of Southern Illinois? 

If you are already a member, please renew now.  If not yet a member, please join. 

As a private, not-for-profit organization, we depend heavily on your contributions. 

New member?  Yes___  No___        Pennies for Pets donation amount:$__________ 

Membership category:  ___$100 (life)   ____$50   ___$25   ___$15   ___$10   ___$5 

______$  General Donation           $  Donation for Specific Program/Project: 

______$  Sponsorship   ___cat playtime $10   ___dog playtime $15   ___microchip $25 

________________    ___spay/neuter $70   ____shelter health $100  ___wellness $200 
sponsored animal's name 

Your Name:  __________________________________   
Address: _____________________________________             ____Please send receipt  
email: ___________________________   

(to keep you most up-to-date on HSSI events and needs, including Life Savers Program) 

Call the shelter for more information on any of the programs above!  618-457-2362 

Mailing address:  HSSI, Inc.  P.O. Box 291, Carbondale, IL 62903 

Humane Society of Southern Illinois, Inc.    
P.O. Box 291            
Carbondale, IL  62903                      
                    
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED            
 
 
 

Help end pet overpopulation in Southern Illinois!  Get your pet spayed or  

neutered or sponsor a Pennies for Pets low cost spay/neuter voucher for $35  
to help someone else get their pet fixed!  Contact the shelter for details! 


