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In Oct. 2007, the Humane Society of 
Southern Illinois said farewell to our 
beloved assistant manager, Sherry 
Mullins, after ten years at HSSI.  
Sherry accepted a position as Head 
Veterinary Technician with the  
Missouri Humane Society in a suburb 
of St. Louis.  Sherry’s expertise in 
drawing blood for tests, giving medi-
cations (to a roomful of cats!), han-
dling aggressive dogs, dealing with 
the public, patient photography for 
our websites, love of the animals, her 
loyalty to HSSI  and more will be 
missed!  Good luck Sherry! 

     As much as I was hoping to forget about what happened one year ago, it is something that is going to 
haunt me for some years to come. To this day I wish I had not been the first person to arrive at the shel-
ter.  I also wish I had not been the person to find our little bunny mascot Sugar's limp body laying on the 
cold ground.  One of the dogs that is still missing to this day (Vladamir) was one I was going to adopt.  I 
was very attached to him and we had a bond with each other.  To this day I can only hope that he found a 
new home and is living the dream life.  But I will never know, because that knowing part was taken away 
from all of us when the idiots broke into the building and let everyone go. How can someone feel it is 
inhumane to house animals at a shelter, even if there is a possibility of them being euthanized, yet turn 
around and let everyone run loose by a busy highway?  For weeks after the incident, I spent countless 
hours driving around, mostly with my dad, searching for any sign of the missing dogs and sticking flyers 
in everyone's mailbox.  Yes, we got most of our animals back.  They were lucky.  Yet, it still didn't feel 
good, because there are still four that were never found and one dead. 
     I was fortunate enough to be at the shelter when a dog came back in to visit us.  He was a 4 month old 
chow puppy back in November ’07 that was missing for several days when someone found him and 
stuck him in our receiving cages.  Well when I got to see him he was no longer puppy size, but a 100 -
pound moose that looked like he was living the high life.  I pulled out her application to see when he was 

Nov. 5th, 2007 Marks OneNov. 5th, 2007 Marks OneNov. 5th, 2007 Marks OneNov. 5th, 2007 Marks One----Year Anniversary of Shelter BreakYear Anniversary of Shelter BreakYear Anniversary of Shelter BreakYear Anniversary of Shelter Break----InInInIn    
By Sherry Mullins 

Sherry is pictured front right. 



   Gatsby, 50-lb male             Chloe, 10-lb female               Vladimir, 45-lb       Cole, 70-lb male 

                                neutered male 

Four Dogs Remain Missing Over a Year Later 
Tragic Shelter Break-In Remains Unsolved 

adopted and burst into tears because as soon as I saw the date of the adoption, I knew exactly who I was 
looking at.  
     When we had the bars and alarm system installed, everyone was kind of leery.  Not long after the 
break in and the new alarm system was installed, someone had gall enough to attempt another break-
in.  When I got the phone call at 4 in the morning from the alarm company and saw the sheriff's vehicles 
in the parking lot, all I could think was, “There is no way I can go through this again.”  That would have 
been my breakdown point, and I would have quit working at the shelter then.  The alarm system did its 
job.  I am very thankful for that.  
     I still cannot talk about Sugar much.  I have a very hard time with that.  The big sweet bunny had 
been with us for over two years and had become our own.  She was so loved and cared for, with her own 
room off the front office, toys, hay and fresh food, and set to go home with one of our staff.  I found her 
tail in the building, but no other signs of her.  It was about an hour after the police arrived that we actu-
ally found her body.  That was when I finally cried and couldn't stop for some time.  When you work at 
the shelter, you learn how to, for the most part, get a grip on your emotions.  I was doing really good 
with that up until I found Sugar.  I knew if I was having a hard time with it, I could only imagine how 
Lora was going to feel when she arrived to work that day and found out the news  
     All in all, I had been dreading the 5th of November.  I was kind of glad at first that I wouldn't be 
working at the shelter when that day arrived.  Now, I kind of wish I was.   
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Sugar:  Shelter Mascot October 2004—November 2006 

Sugar, we miss you and 
will always hold you 
dear to our hearts. 

Remember, Easter and Bunnies 
Don’t Mix!  Never buy a rabbit 
from a pet store and always 
spay/neuter your pet bunny. 
Rabbits are the 3rd most preva-
lent animal surrendered to 
shelters. 

For more information, see 
www.humanesocietysil.org/
rabbits or www.rabbit.org 

 



I know I adopted Captain Jack from there a while 
ago (January 07), but I wanted to send some pic-
tures. He is the best cat I have ever been around. 
He is personable and wants to love up everyone 
comes in and if he hears the front door open he 
comes running to throw himself at that person's 
feet. I am so happy he picked me. Thank you, 

Joline Ramirez 

To see our adoptable cats, check out: 
www.humanesocietysil.org/catspetfinder 

 or 
www.hssi.petfinder.com 

Shelter Updates:  Benton Fire and HSSI Facility 
     Ironically, in addition to HSSI’s own tragic anniversary of our break-in, another shelter tragedy 
struck Southern Illinois in November, 2007.  On November 19th, the Franklin County Animal Control 
facility  in Benton burnt to the ground, and they suffered the great loss of not only their facility but even 
worse, over 50 dogs and cats.  HSSI and numerous businesses and individuals made donations to Frank-
lin County Animal Control to help them get through it all.  They have received a $25,000 grant from the 
state, thousands of additional dollars in donations, and donated labor by local labor unions to rebuild, in 
addition to the insurance money, all of which will allow them to rebuild their shelter with an additional 
1000 square feet over the facility that burnt.  Our sympathy has been with Franklin County Animal  
Control, who like HSSI, is an open access facility that takes in thousands of homeless animals a year.  
Neither HSSI nor Franklin County Animal Control are so-called “no kill” facilities, something that is 
not possible when you turn no animal away in a community over-run with pet overpopulation.  We con-
gratulate Franklin County on beginning to rebuild their new facility. 
     HSSI’s facility is still in need of updating and maintenance.  We are currently looking into a desper-
ately needed new kennel area to house stray dogs, dogs brought in by animal control, and dogs given up 
by their owners. This project will likely require us to take out a new mortgage to finance but can be put 
off no longer for lack of funds.  Our facility is too small to accommodate a separate quarantine area for 
sick animals or animals being observed for healthiness to be put into the adoption program.  We would 
be able to put more puppies up for adoption with space to quarantine and observe them all for health 
problems, such as Parvo, before placing them up for adoption.  Animals that are quarantined still have to 
be kept in plastic carriers due to lack of cages to keep them in.  We have raised nearly $1,000 toward 
cages that will cost approximately $10,000, so we have quite a bit more to raise before those can be-
come a reality.  If you can help in any way, please contact HSSI Board of Directors Vice-President in 
charge of facility operations, Lana Starnes, at lanastarnes@yahoo.com 
or Board President, Jill Stevens, at jillstevens1@verizon.net. 

Very Special Thanks to  the approxi-
mately 40 individuals who provide most 
of the donations the HSSI receives!   
We could never survive without you! 

Higgins needs a home! 



SAY “NO!” To Puppy Mills & Kennels! 
     You probably have no idea about the horrors of puppy mills in our own Southern Illinois.  They can be 
found all across Southern Illinois, including Carbondale and many other towns.  Unfortunately, de-
spite their cruelty and outright barbarism, they are legal.  HSSI has worked recently with a rescuer in the 
eastern counties to try to place dogs that are being released from puppy mills that no longer want to pro-
vide even the most minimal of care to them.  Some of these dogs are young dogs that didn’t sell.  Others 
are older dogs that are no longer wanted for breeding.  All are precious little scarred souls that have suf-
fered hideous neglect and cruelty.  There are toy poodles that have lived for years in cages hung from the 
ceiling in unbearably loud facilities crammed with hundreds of dogs, their little feet bleeding and mangled 
from years on wire.  Thank you to the individuals who have helped take in some of these little angels and 
provided them with the loving care and attention they have lacked for so long.  PLEASE HELP BY 
NEVER BUYING A DOG FROM A PET STORE, FROM A SO-CALLED “KENNEL”, FROM A 

BACKYARD BREEDER, or FROM THE INTERNET.  TELL EVERYONE YOU KNOW TO DO 

THE SAME, no matter what lies pet stores tell you or what great  
pictures are put on an internet site pretending to be a reputable breeder. 
Reputable breeders NEVER sell their dogs in pet stores and without  
careful screening.  These heartless “businesses” must be stopped by being 
denied profit from the misery they breed and create every day.  For more 

information on puppy mills, go to:                                           

www.prisonersofgreed.org                                      

www.stoppuppymills.org                               

www.saynotoanimalsinpetshops.com 

Sometimes kindhearted individuals are moved to 
buy a puppy or dog from a pet store to “rescue” it,                                                       
but this only encourages the stores and the mass breeders that supply them to manufacture more misery for 
profit.  If you want to rescue a dog from a mill and are ready to care for the special needs they may have, 
consider adopting from organizations that place them, such as Trixie’s Angels Rescues in St. Louis at 
www.petfinder.com/shelters/MO242.html or www.trixiesangelsrescues.org (contact Michelle Brown at 
PugMomOf7@att.net or Helen Martin at mart.co@prodigy.net).  You can also adopt a puppy mill rescue 
from a local rescuer by contacting Jill Stevens at jillstevens1@verizon.net, who can assist you.  Also watch 

for anti-puppy mill demonstrations outside the Marion mall this Spring. 

Tonka, a 10-year-old Chihuahua, came into the HSSI shelter from 
a Carbondale puppy mill.  Here’s what his adoptive mother had to 
say:  “He may end up losing all of his teeth...his little mouth is 
one big infection. He is also very thin. I still don't have his little 
ears clean and I have scrubbed & scrubbed!  Other than his physi-
cal problems, he is doing very well...He has adjusted to life with 
us and is very happy.  We are still working on some food aggres-
sion issues, but given his diminished state, I would bet he has 
been starved along the way, so I am somewhat understand-
ing...Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to become 
a part of his life...he will never know hunger again and he will 

definitely know what it is liked to be loved and spoiled!” 

Abscessed foot from wire. 

Local Puppy Mill Rescue from Southern Illinois 



Little Faces from Southern Illinois Puppy Mills 
     Safe at Last! 

Words of a Southern Illinois Rescuer: 

“Can't take pictures while in mills.  They would never allow 
it.  I'm in there just long enough to grab up what they are willing 
to let go of.  Holding your breath all the while-the urine smell is 
always so very bad.  I don't know how the operators themselves 
have any lungs left.  If people just knew what a rotten place the 
pet store babies came from.  Pictures need to be displayed.  
Folks will say "I never heard of such a thing" and are shocked at 
pictures.  The word needs to get out more and more to make a 
difference in the breeders’ dropped sales.  They can't operate in 
the red for very long.” 

More Words from a Southern Illinois Rescuer: 

“These young male puppy mill dogs are the ones that didn't sell. Most 
folks want to buy the baby females and that's why there is always an 
overload of males.   If I don't take them, here is what happens.  Once a 
month there are dog auctions and that is where many go and are bought  
by other breeders, rescuers, and of course the laboratory research buyers 
are there.  What doesn't sell are left behind, and I guess animal control 
picks up the leftovers.  I really don't know that outcome for sure. These 
dogs I get are usually NOT socialized, have been caged and only han-
dled for shots and worming.  When I work with one at a time (time I 
don't have much of) it takes about 2 weeks to win them over and they 
begin to open up.  After that they progress quickly and they have been 
saved from the Hell hole. Puppy millers are stupid and obviously have 
never loved a pet and realize they do have feelings too.  They have more 
love than any human could ever think to have.  That first kiss from a 
puppy mill dog who has just earned my trust is what makes it worth it 
all as to why I continue to do what I do.  I've shed a many of tears after 
leaving a mill.  All those little faces barking and crying and begging 
‘please take me.’  The little girls never get to leave until they’re all used 
up at 7-10 years old.” 

Notes from Adoptive Mom of Poodles: “What little darlings they are.  Affectionate, remarkably 
calm and accepting of all these changes.  All three will now play with stuffed little squeaky toys 
and are thrilled to run/walk around exploring.  I let them sleep with me last night, two of them were 
bouncing all over me, the thinnest, baldest and saddest one just curled up under the comforter and 
reveled in the warmth of human contact.  I think they are exceptional survivors and I am so happy 
to help them learn about the world and get healthy.” 

    From Adoptive Mother of Chihuahuas: “They are making tremendous 
    progress.  The male is still a little spooked, but he will eat from my hand 
    and come up to me.  He doesn't really like being held.  He loves being 
able to go outside to potty.  The girls settled right in. They are all little dolls.  I really don't get how 
people can look right past them and only see dollar signs…” 



Happy Endings... 

“My cat of 16 years died last January & my 
husband & I were devastated. At first I wasn't 

sure I wanted another cat but the house was 

just way too quiet. We ended up adopting Emy 
Lu who is now known as Patches and Apollo 

who is now known as YP.  Patches and YP are 
just about inseparable now.  They eat to-

gether, play together, and sleep together. My 

husband & I are so happy with them.  We love 
them very much.”   Steph & Chip Cox  

WARNING 

Please alert everyone you know who has a dog that  
raisins and grapes pose a very serious danger to 
dogs. ASPC National Animal Poison Control Center 
says as few as 7 raisins or grapes could be toxic. 

Many people give their dogs grapes or raisins as treats. 
Any exposure should give rise to immediate concern.   
Popcorn should also be off-limits and can lead to 
pancreatitis.  

   By Adoptive Parents Kathleen Benton and Andrew Hansen  

          We adopted Sammy (pictured on the right side of picture to the left  
          and below) in November of  2007. My boyfriend and I saw him on  
                   the board at Wal-Mart in Carbondale. Once I saw him, I thought he  
          was the cutest dog in the world. When we went and visited him, he  
          was jumping up and down to see us and was a very friendly dog. We 
          finally adopted him and couldn't wait to bring him home. He is very  
          loving and is a big time "lap" dog, which I love. He loves his sister  
          which is also another Chihuahua. They get along and love to run and  
          play with each other.  Sammy loves to sleep at the top of the bed with  
          his mommy and daddy while his sister sleeps in between mommy's  
          legs. He is very happy with his new mommy and daddy, and they will  
          never let Sammy go. When they decide to get a new dog (which will 
be awhile) they will look to humane shelters first. Adopting Sammy has changed their minds about 
buying a dog from a store. He got a second chance at life and is enjoying every minute of it, and 

mommy and daddy love spoiling him  
the way he should be!  

A D O PTIO N  IS TH E  O N LY  O PTIO N !A D O PTIO N  IS TH E  O N LY  O PTIO N !A D O PTIO N  IS TH E  O N LY  O PTIO N !A D O PTIO N  IS TH E  O N LY  O PTIO N !    
Thank you for letting me 
go home with the Goddard Family. 
Love, Paige  

Sammy is pictured on the left in his 

www.hssi.petfinder.com photo 
when he was trying to find a home. 

Go to www.petfinder.com to find your new family member! 



Petco Volunteers Needed! 

Cats available for adoption from HSSI can be viewed at the adoption center just inside the door 
at Petco in Carbondale. This program relies on much needed volunteers.  

Can you help? 
• Bring a dog from the shelter on a weekend day once a month from 12-4pm and sit at the 

HSSI table at Petco to answer questions and help people look more closely at the animals.  
 

• Volunteering to clean out the cat enclosure litter boxes and provide fresh food and  
       water one day a week after work. 
 

If you can help us please contact Jolene at cattinari@jadeturtle.com 

Calling All Cat Lovers! 
Seeking Volunteers for Annual Cat Show in July 

The Annual Southern Illinois Feline Fancier show will be the second weekend in July. 

Please contact jillstevens1@verizon.net if you can volunteer for HSSI, allowing us to have a couple of 
cats from our adoption program in the Household Pets category.  This show is a great opportunity for us 
to spread the word about our cat adoption program, to find our cats good homes, and to educate cat lov-
ers about the need to spay/neuter.  It is also a good fundraising opportunity for us and a lot of fun!  We 
are seeking commitments from volunteers for the show ASAP.  You can volunteer one or both days. 

More Volunteer and Donation Needs… 
Contact Karen Mullins, Shelter Manager, at 457-2362 or hssi@pngusa.net 

⇒ Someone to regularly pick up large amount of free cat litter from Mounds, IL  

⇒ Kitten and Puppy Food (Purina Naturals, Iams, Nutro, Chicken Soup for the Pet 

Lover’s Soul, Pet Promise, Solid Gold, Innova, etc.  No colored/dyed food) 

⇒ Sponsors for animals in adoption program:  www.humanesocietysil.org/sponsorship 

⇒ Bleach, Paper Towels, Mr. Clean, Lysol All-Purpose Cleaner, Large Trash Bags 

⇒ Frontline and Advantage Flea Preventative 

Thanks to volunteers that collected many  
generous donations of money and supplies  
outside Kroger’s East in Carbondale and  
to those who so kindly donated!  The  
response was incredible. 
 

Thanks for volunteers, HSSI also participated 
successfully in the Alternative Gifts Fair and 
Christmas Tree Auction—raising a few  
hundred dollars. 



Are You a Member of the Humane Society of Southern Illinois? 

If you are already a member, please renew now.  If not yet a member, please join. 

As a private, not-for-profit organization, we depend heavily on your contributions. 

New member?  Yes___  No___        Pennies for Pets donation amount:$__________ 

Membership category:  ___$100 (life)   ____$50   ___$25   ___$15   ___$10   ___$5 

______$  General Donation           $  Donation for Specific Program/Project: 

______$  Sponsorship   ___cat playtime $10   ___dog playtime $15   ___microchip $25 

________________    ___spay/neuter $70   ____shelter health $100  ___wellness $200 
sponsored animal's name 

Your Name:  __________________________________   
Address: _____________________________________             ____Please send receipt  
email: ___________________________   

(to keep you most up-to-date on HSSI events and needs) 

Call the shelter for more information on any of the programs above!  618-457-2362 

Mailing address:  HSSI, Inc.  P.O. Box 291, Carbondale, IL 62903 

Humane Society of Southern Illinois, Inc.    
P.O. Box 291            
Carbondale, IL  62903                      
                    
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED            
 
 
 

Stop Puppy Mills by never buying a dog from a pet 
store, “kennel,” backyard breeder or the internet!   
Puppy Mills in Southern Illinois: Read more inside…. 


